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Editorial Notes
PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 503 was renumbered section 2747 of
this title.

AMENDMENTS

2018—Pub. L. 115-282 renumbered section 633 of this
title as this section.

§504. Commandant; general powers

(a) For the purpose of executing the duties and
functions of the Coast Guard the Commandant
may:

(1) maintain water, land, and air patrols, and
ice-breaking facilities;

(2) establish and prescribe the purpose of,
change the location of, consolidate, dis-
continue, re-establish, maintain, operate, and
repair Coast Guard shore establishments;

(3) assign vessels, aircraft, vehicles, aids to
navigation, equipment, appliances, and sup-
plies to Coast Guard districts and shore estab-
lishments, and transfer any of the foregoing
from one district or shore establishment to
another;

(4) conduct experiments and investigate, or
cause to be investigated, plans, devices, and
inventions relating to the performance of any
Coast Guard function, including research, de-
velopment, test, or evaluation related to intel-
ligence systems and capabilities;

(6) conduct any investigations or studies
that may be of assistance to the Coast Guard
in the performance of any of its powers, du-
ties, or functions;

(6) collect, publish, and distribute informa-
tion concerning Coast Guard operations;

(7) conduct or make available to personnel of
the Coast Guard, and to eligible spouses as de-
fined under section 2904, such specialized
training and courses of instruction, including
correspondence courses and the textbooks,
manuals, and other materials required as part
of such training or course of instruction, as
may be necessary or desirable for the good of
the service;

(8) design or cause to be designed, cause to
be constructed, accept as gift, or otherwise ac-
quire patrol boats and other small craft,
equip, operate, maintain, supply, and repair
such patrol boats, other small craft, aircraft,
and vehicles, and subject to applicable regula-
tions under subtitle I of title 40 and division C
(except sections 3302, 3501(b), 3509, 3906, 4710,
and 4711) of subtitle I of title 41 dispose of
them;

(9) acquire, accept as gift, maintain, repair,
and discontinue aids to navigation, appliances,
equipment, and supplies;

(10) equip, operate, maintain, supply, and re-
pair Coast Guard districts and shore establish-
ments;

(11) establish, equip, operate, and maintain
shops, depots, and yards for the manufacture
and construction of aids to navigation, equip-
ment, apparatus, vessels, vehicles, and aircraft
not normally or economically obtainable from
private contractors, and for the maintenance
and repair of any property used by the Coast
Guard;
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(12) accept and utilize, in times of emer-
gency in order to save life or protect property,
such voluntary services as may be offered to
the Coast Guard;

(13) rent or lease, under such terms and con-
ditions as are deemed advisable, for a period
not exceeding five years, such real property
under the control of the Coast Guard as may
not be required for immediate use by the
Coast Guard, the monies received from any
such rental or lease, less amount of expenses
incurred (exclusive of governmental personal
services), to be deposited in the fund estab-
lished under section 2946;

(14) grant, under such terms and conditions
as are deemed advisable, permits, licenses,
easements, and rights-of-way over, across, in,
and upon lands under the control of the Coast
Guard when in the public interest and without
substantially injuring the interests of the
United States in the property thereby af-
fected;

(15) establish, install, abandon, re-establish,
reroute, operate, maintain, repair, purchase,
or lease such telephone and telegraph lines
and cables, together with all facilities, appa-
ratus, equipment, structures, appurtenances,
accessories, and supplies used or useful in con-
nection with the installation, operation, main-
tenance, or repair of such lines and cables, in-
cluding telephones in residences leased or
owned by the Government of the United States
when appropriate to assure efficient response
to extraordinary operational contingencies of
a limited duration, and acquire such real prop-
erty rights of way, easements, or attachment
privileges as may be required for the installa-
tion, operation, and maintenance of such
lines, cables, and equipment;

(16) establish, install, abandon, reestablish,
change the location of, operate, maintain, and
repair radio transmitting and receiving sta-
tions;

(17) provide medical and dental care for per-
sonnel entitled thereto by law or regulation,
including care in private facilities;

(18) accept, under terms and conditions the
Commandant establishes, the service of an in-
dividual ordered to perform community serv-
ice under the order of a Federal, State, or mu-
nicipal court;

(19) notwithstanding any other law, enter
into cooperative agreements with States, local
governments, non-governmental organiza-
tions, and individuals, to accept and utilize
voluntary services for the maintenance and
improvement of natural and historic resources
on, or to benefit natural and historic research
on, Coast Guard facilities, subject to the re-
quirement that—

(A) the cooperative agreements shall each
provide for the parties to contribute funds or
services on a matching basis to defray the
costs of such programs, projects, and activi-
ties under the agreement; and

(B) an individual providing voluntary serv-
ices under this subsection shall not be con-
sidered a Federal employee except for pur-
poses of chapter 81 of title 5, United States
Code, with respect to compensation for
work-related injuries, and chapter 171 of
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title 28, United States Code, with respect to
tort claims;

(20) enter into cooperative agreements with
other Government agencies and the National
Academy of Sciences;

(21) require that any member of the Coast
Guard or Coast Guard Reserve (including a
cadet or an applicant for appointment or en-
listment to any of the foregoing and any mem-
ber of a uniformed service who is assigned to
the Coast Guard) request that all information
contained in the National Driver Register per-
taining to the individual, as described in sec-
tion 30304(a) of title 49, be made available to
the Commandant under section 30305(b)(7) of
title 49, may receive that information, and
upon receipt, shall make the information
available to the individual;

(22) provide for the honorary recognition of
individuals and organizations that signifi-
cantly contribute to Coast Guard programs,
missions, or operations, including State and
local governments and commercial and non-
profit organizations, and pay for, using any
appropriations or funds available to the Coast
Guard, plaques, medals, trophies, badges, and
similar items to acknowledge such contribu-
tion (including reasonable expenses of cere-
mony and presentation);

(23) rent or lease, under such terms and con-
ditions as are considered by the Secretary to
be advisable, commercial vehicles to transport
the next of kin of eligible retired Coast Guard
military personnel to attend funeral services
of the service member at a national cemetery;

(24) after informing the Secretary, make
such recommendations to the Congress relat-
ing to the Coast Guard as the Commandant
considers appropriate; and

(25) enter into cooperative agreements, con-
tracts, and other agreements with Federal en-
tities and other public or private entities, in-
cluding academic entities, to develop a posi-
tioning, navigation, and timing system to pro-
vide redundant capability in the event Global
Positioning System signals are disrupted,
which may consist of an enhanced LORAN sys-
tem.

(b)(1) Notwithstanding subsection (a)(13), a
lease described in paragraph (2) of this sub-
section may be for a term of up to 20 years.

(2) A lease referred to in paragraph (1) is a
lease—

(A) to the United States Coast Guard Acad-
emy Alumni Association for the construction
of an Alumni Center on the grounds of the
United States Coast Guard Academy; or

(B) to an entity with which the Commandant
has a cooperative agreement under section
4(e)! of the Ports and Waterways Safety Act,
and for which a term longer than 5 years is
necessary to carry out the agreement.

(c) MARINE SAFETY RESPONSIBILITIES.—In exer-
cising the Commandant’s duties and responsibil-
ities with regard to marine safety, the indi-
vidual with the highest rank who meets the ex-
perience qualifications set forth in section
305(a)(3) shall serve as the principal advisor to
the Commandant regarding—

1See References in Text note below.
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(1) the operation, regulation, inspection,
identification, manning, and measurement of
vessels, including plan approval and the appli-
cation of load lines;

(2) approval of materials, equipment, appli-
ances, and associated equipment;

(3) the reporting and investigation of marine
casualties and accidents;

(4) the licensing, certification, documenta-
tion, protection and relief of merchant mari-
ners;

(5) suspension and revocation of licenses and
certificates;

(6) enforcement of manning requirements,
citizenship requirements, control of log books;

(7) documentation and numbering of vessels;

(8) State boating safety programs;

(9) commercial instruments and maritime
liens;

(10) the administration of bridge safety;

(11) administration of the navigation rules;

(12) the prevention of pollution from vessels;

(13) ports and waterways safety;

(14) waterways management; including regu-
lation for regattas and marine parades;

(15) aids to navigation; and

(16) other duties and powers of the Secretary
related to marine safety and stewardship.

(d) OTHER AUTHORITY NOT AFFECTED.—Nothing
in subsection (c) affects—

(1) the authority of Coast Guard officers and
members to enforce marine safety regulations
using authority under section 522 of this title;
or

(2) the exercise of authority under section
527 of this title and the provisions of law codi-
fied at sections 191 through 195 of title 50 on
the date of enactment of this paragraph.

(e) OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE OF COAST
GUARD ASSETS AND FACILITIES.—AIll authority,
including programmatic budget authority, for
the operation and maintenance of Coast Guard
vessels, aircraft, systems, aids to navigation, in-
frastructure, and other assets or facilities shall
be allocated to and vested in the Coast Guard
and the department in which the Coast Guard is
operating.

(f) LEASING OF TIDELANDS AND SUBMERGED
LANDS.—

(1) AUTHORITY.—The Commandant may lease
under subsection (a)(13) submerged lands and
tidelands under the control of the Coast Guard
without regard to the limitation under that
subsection with respect to lease duration.

(2) LIMITATION.—The Commandant may lease
submerged lands and tidelands under para-
graph (1) only if—

(A) the lease is for cash exclusively;

(B) the lease amount is equal to the fair
market value of the use of the leased sub-
merged lands or tidelands for the period dur-
ing which such lands are leased, as deter-
mined by the Commandant;

(C) the lease does not provide authority to
or commit the Coast Guard to use or support
any improvements to such submerged lands
and tidelands, or obtain goods and services
from the lessee; and

(D) proceeds from the lease are deposited
in the Coast Guard Housing Fund estab-
lished under section 2946.
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(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 504, §93; Aug. 3,
1950, ch. 536, §2, 64 Stat. 406; Oct. 31, 1951, ch. 654,
§§1(33), 2(10), 4(1), 65 Stat. 702, 707, 709; Pub.
94-546, §1(9), Oct. 18, 1976, 90 Stat. 2519; Pub.
97-136, §6(d), Dec. 29, 1981, 95 Stat. 1706; Pub.
97-276, §143, Oct. 2, 1982, 96 Stat. 1199; Pub.
97-295, §2(4), Oct. 12, 1982, 96 Stat. 1301; Pub. L.
97-322, title I, §115(c), Oct. 15, 1982, 96 Stat. 1586;
Pub. L. 102-241, §7, Dec. 19, 1991, 105 Stat. 2212;
Pub. L. 103-206, title II, §202, title III, §316, Dec.
20, 1993, 107 Stat. 2420, 2426; Pub. L. 104-324, title
II, §207(a), Oct. 19, 1996, 110 Stat. 3908; Pub. L.
105-383, title II, §§202, 203, Nov. 13, 1998, 112 Stat.
3414, 3415; Pub. L. 107-217, §3(c)(2), Aug. 21, 2002,
116 Stat. 1298; Pub. L. 108-293, title II, §§201, 217,
Aug. 9, 2004, 118 Stat. 1031, 1038; Pub. L. 109-241,
title IX, §901(a), (c), July 11, 2006, 120 Stat. 564;
Pub. L. 111-259, title IV, §442(1), Oct. 7, 2010, 124
Stat. 2733; Pub. L. 111-281, title V, §523, Oct. 15,
2010, 124 Stat. 2958; Pub. L. 111-350, §5(c)(2), Jan.
4, 2011, 124 Stat. 3847; Pub. L. 112-213, title II,
§202, Dec. 20, 2012, 126 Stat. 1543; Pub. L. 113-281,
title II, §§206(a), 207, 208(a), 209, 214(c), 222(1),
Dec. 18, 2014, 128 Stat. 3025, 3026, 3034, 3038; Pub.
L. 114-120, title II, §209(4), title VI, §610(b), Feb.
8, 2016, 130 Stat. 40, 85; Pub. L. 115-232, div. C,
title XXXV, §35633(b), Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 2321;
renumbered §504 and amended Pub. L. 115-282,
title I, §§105(b), 123(b)(2), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat.
4200, 4240; Pub. L. 116-283, div. G, title LVXXXV
[LXXXV], §8505(a)(3), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4747.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

SIrls

This section grants powers to the Commandant con-
cerning, in general, operations within the Service and
the internal functioning of the Service. Many of the
powers are contained in existing law, but some are en-
larged, and some additional powers are added as ex-
plained following.

Subsection (a) is derived from title 14, U.S.C., 1946
ed., §53, and title 34, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §471 (R.S. 1536).
The authority to order vessels to cruise along the
coasts should be in the operational head of the Service,
and not in the President. This section is changed to
cover adequately the necessary present day cruising
and patrolling.

Subsection (b) is derived from R.S. 4242 and title 14,
U.S.C., 1946 ed., §§29, 93, 94, 95, 97, 98a (R.S. 4245, 4249;
May 4, 1882, ch. 117, §§2, 3, 22 Stat. 56; Aug. 29, 1916, ch.
417, 39 Stat. 601; Aug. 6, 1947, ch. 502, 61 Stat. 786; June
6, 1940, ch. 257, §4, 54 Stat. 247), and specifically grants
to the Commandant authority in regard to the estab-
lishment, discontinuance, and change of Coast Guard
shore establishments other than Coast Guard districts.
This power must exist inherently in order for the Serv-
ice to function efficiently.

Subsection (c¢) is derived from title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed.,
§§54, 97, 112 (May 4, 1882, ch. 117, §3, 22 Stat. 56; May 30,
1908, ch. 231, 35 Stat. 553; Apr. 21, 1910, ch. 182, §2, 36
Stat. 326), and specifically grants to the Commandant
authority in regard to the assignment of vessels, vehi-
cles, aids to navigation, and other equipment. This
power is inherent to the proper functioning of any
Service.

Subsection (d) is based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §91
(June 18, 1878, ch. 265, §7, 20 Stat. 164; June 10, 1921, ch.
18, §304, 42 Stat. 24; July 3, 1926, ch. 742, §9, 44 Stat. 817).
Said section has been divided. The part dealing with in-
vestigation of plans and inventions is covered in this
subsection in broader terms, and the other parts are
covered in general terms in section 632 of this title.

Subsection (e) is based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed.,
§111 (June 18, 1878, ch. 265, §9, 20 Stat. 164). This section
has been rewritten to broaden the authority to include
any investigation or study that may be of assistance to
the Coast Guard, the limitation as to investigation of
shipwrecks having been eliminated.
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Subsection (f) is new and is intended to give legisla-
tive recognition to the importance of disseminating in-
formation by the Coast Guard for the promotion of
safety at sea, life-saving techniques, and other Coast
Guard activities.

Subsection (g) is new and provides for the training of
Coast Guard personnel at other than schools or institu-
tions of the other armed forces. Such training is essen-
tial and has been carried on under the authority of ap-
propriation acts for many years.

Subsection (h) is based in part on title 14, U.S.C., 1946
ed., §§69, 108, 109, (R.S. 2748; June 20, 1874, ch. 344, §9, 18
Stat. 127; June 18, 1878, ch. 265, §3, 20 Stat. 163), and is
intended to complement the authority granted to the
Secretary in sec. 92(d) of this title granting similar au-
thority to the Commandant as to smaller craft.

Subsection (i) is based in part on title 14, U.S.C.,
§§108, 109, and on title 33, U.S.C., 1946 ed., § 752 (June 20,
1874, ch. 344, §9, 18 Stat. 127; June 18, 1878, ch. 265, §3,
20 Stat. 163; Mar. 4, 1913, ch. 168, 37 Stat. 10183, and
grants power to the Commandant to acquire and dis-
pose of various equipment and supplies. The authority
with respect to the acceptance of such equipment as a
gift is new.

Subsection (j) is new and grants power to the Com-
mandant to operate and maintain shore establish-
ments; previously such authority has been inferred
from statutes providing for the establishment of shore
stations; again such authority is inherent to the func-
tioning of any Service, and this section will provide no
greater authority than has been exercised in the past.

Subsection (k) is based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed.,
§31b (June 6, 1941, ch. 177, 55 Stat. 247 [which was origi-
nally repealed by act June 30, 1949, ch. 288, title VI,
§602(a)(28), 63 Stat. 399, renumbered Sept. 5, 1950, ch.
849, §6(a), (b), 64 Stat. 583]). The primary authority is
granted to the Commandant as well as to the Secretary
inasmuch as such exchange seems to be an operational
matter and the items which may be exchanged have
been enlarged by the addition of aids to navigation, ap-
pliances, equipment, and supplies.

Inasmuch as the act cited above applies to the Navy
as well as the Coast Guard it is not scheduled for repeal
but is being amended by section 13 of this act to elimi-
nate reference to the Coast Guard.

Subsection (1) is new and is deemed desirable in order
to give legislative authority for existing yards, and for
the procurement of needed equipment and material in
case such is not normally or economically obtainable
from private contractors.

Subsection (m) is based on title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed.,
§§110, 192 (June 20, 1874, ch. 344, §6, 18 Stat. 127; June 18,
1878, ch. 265, §10, 20 Stat. 165; July 3, 1926, ch. 742, §9, 44
Stat. 817). The power to accept volunteer services is en-
larged to include all services offered in time of emer-
gency, to save life or protect property, and the restric-
tive provisions relating to lifeboat stations only have
been eliminated.

Subsection (n) is new and grants authority to the
Commandant to lease real property under the control
of the Coast Guard, when not immediately needed in
Coast Guard operations. Such authority will be advan-
tageous to the Government, on the basis of past experi-
ence.

Subsection (o) is new and is supplementary to sub-
section (n) of this section. It grants further authority
to the Commandant permitting him to grant minor in-
terests in land which is under control of the Coast
Guard. This will avoid the necessity of special acts of
Congress in each of such instances.

Subsection (p) is new and is necessary to give proper
authority for the maintenance of networks of wires and
cables, in some cases over or along private property or
public highways. These networks are in existence at
the present time and are essential for the Service to
carry out its functions.

Subsection (q) is new and is necessary in order to pro-
vide clear authority for the maintenance of radio sta-
tions which are essential to Coast Guard functions.

Changes were made in phraseology. 81lst Congress,
House Report No. 557.
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Editorial Notes
REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 4(e) of the Ports and Waterways Safety Act,
referred to in subsec. (b)(2)(B), is section 4(e) of Pub. L.
92-340, which was classified to section 1223(e) of Title 33,
Navigation and Navigable Waters, prior to repeal by
Pub. L. 115-282, title IV, §402(e), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat.
4264. See Transitional and Savings Provisions note pre-
ceding section 101 of Title 46, Shipping, and section
70001 of Title 46.

The date of enactment of this paragraph, referred to
in subsec. (d)(2), is the date of enactment of Pub. L.
111-281, which was approved Oct. 15, 2010.

PRIOR PROVISIONS

A prior section 504 was renumbered section 2733 of
this title.

Another prior section 504, act Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63
Stat. 537, related to disposition of the remains of de-
ceased Coast Guard personnel, prior to repeal by act
July 15, 1954, ch. 507, §14(c)(5), 68 Stat. 481. For provi-
sions relating to recovery, care, and disposition of the
remains of deceased personnel of the uniformed serv-
ices and deceased civilian personnel, see section 1481 of
Title 10, Armed Forces.

AMENDMENTS

2021—Subsec. (a)(19)(B). Pub. L. 116-283, §8505(a)(3)(A),
substituted ‘‘an individual’’ for ‘‘a person’’.

Subsec. (c)(4). Pub. L. 116-283, §8505(a)(3)(B),
stituted ‘‘mariners;”’ for ‘‘seamen;”’.

2018—Pub. L. 115-282, §105(b)(2), renumbered section 93
of this title as this section.

Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 115-282, §123(b)(2), substituted
“‘section 2904 for ‘‘section 542’".

Subsec. (a)(13). Pub. L. 115-282, §123(b)(2), substituted
‘‘section 2946 for ‘‘section 687".

Subsec. (a)(21). Pub. L. 115-232 substituted ‘‘section
30305(b)(7)”’ for ‘‘section 30305(a)’’.

Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 115-282, §123(b)(2), substituted
“‘section 305(a)(3)”’ for ‘‘section 50(a)(3)’’ in introductory
provisions.

Subsec. (d)(1). Pub. L. 115-282, §123(b)(2), substituted
“‘section 522" for ‘‘section 89”°.

Subsec. (d)(2). Pub. L. 115-282, §123(b)(2), substituted
‘“‘section 527 for ‘‘section 91”.

Subsec. (£)(2)(D). Pub. L. 115282, §123(b)(2),
stituted ‘‘section 2946’ for ‘‘section 687"".

2016—Subsec. (a)(25). Pub. L. 114-120, §610(b), added
par. (25).

Subsec. (f)(2). Pub. L. 114-120, §209(4), added par. (2)
and struck out former par. (2) which related to limita-
tion on leasing of tidelands and submerged lands.

2014—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 113-281, §206(a), sub-
stituted ‘‘and investigate” for ‘¢, investigate’’ and
struck out ‘‘, and cooperate and coordinate such activi-
ties with other Government agencies and with private
agencies’ before semicolon at end.

Subsec. (a)(7). Pub. L. 113-281, §214(c), inserted ¢, and
to eligible spouses as defined under section 542, after
‘“Coast Guard”.

Pub. L. 113-281, §207, inserted ‘‘and the textbooks,
manuals, and other materials required as part of such
training or course of instruction’ after ‘‘correspond-
ence courses’’.

Subsec. (a)(13). Pub. L. 113-281, §208(a), substituted
“the fund established under section 687"’ for ‘‘the Treas-
ury’’.

Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 113-281, §222(1),
“(a)(13)” for “(a)(14)”.

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 113-281, §209, added subsec. (f).

2012—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 112-213 added subsec. (e).

2011—Subsec. (a)(8). Pub. L. 111-350, which directed
amendment of subsec. (h) by substituting ‘‘division C
(except sections 3302, 3501(b), 3509, 3906, 4710, and 4711) of
subtitle I of title 41° for ‘‘title III of the Federal Prop-
erty and Administrative Services Act of 1949 (41 U.S.C.
251 et seq.)”’, was executed by making the substitution

sub-

sub-

substituted
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in subsec. (a)(8) to reflect the probable intent of Con-
gress and the amendment by Pub. L. 108-293, §201. See
2004 Amendment note below.

2010—Subsec. (a)(4). Pub. L. 111-259 substituted ‘‘func-
tion, including research, development, test, or evalua-
tion related to intelligence systems and capabilities,”
for “‘function’.

Subsecs. (¢), (d). Pub. L. 111-281 added subsecs. (c) and
().

2006—Subsec. (a)(19). Pub. L. 109241, §901(a), redesig-
nated subpars. (1) and (2) as (A) and (B), respectively.

Subsec. (a)(24). Pub. L. 109-241, §901(c), redesignated
par. (y) as (24).

2004—Pub. L. 108-293, §201, designated existing provi-
sions as subsec. (a), redesignated former subsecs. (a) to
(j) and (1) to (w) as pars. (1) to (23), respectively, of sub-
sec. (a), substituted semicolon for comma at end of par.
(18), and added subsec. (b).

Pub. L. 108-293, §217, which directed amendment of
this section by striking out ‘‘and” after semicolon at
end of ‘“‘paragraph (w)”’, substituting ‘‘; and”’ for period
at end of ‘‘paragraph (x)”’, and adding a paragraph des-
ignated ‘“(y)” at the end, was executed to this section
prior to the amendment by Pub. L. 108-293, §201, to re-
flect the probable intent of Congress. See above.

2002—Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 107-217 inserted ‘‘subtitle I
of title 40 and title III of*’ before ‘‘the Federal Property
and Administrative Services Act of 19497 and sub-
stituted ‘(41 U.S.C. 251 et seq.)” for ‘(40 U.S.C. 471 et
seq.)”’.

1998—Subsec. (w). Pub. L. 105-383, §202, added subsec.
(w).

Subsec. (x). Pub. L. 105-383, §203, added subsec. (xX).

1996—Subsec. (v). Pub. L. 104-324 added subsec. (V).

1993—Subsec. (t). Pub. L. 103-206, §202, added subsec.
(t).

Subsec. (u). Pub. L. 103-206, §316, added subsec. (u).

1991—Subsec. (s). Pub. L. 102-241 added subsec. (s).

1982—Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 97-295 substituted (40
U.S.C. 471 et seq.)” for ‘‘, as amended,” after ‘‘Act of
1949,

Subsec. (r). Pub. L. 97-276 and Pub. L. 97-322 made
identical amendments adding subsec. (r) relating to
medical and dental care for personnel entitled thereto
by law or regulation, including care in private facili-
ties.

1981—Subsec. (p). Pub. L. 97-136, inserted ‘‘including
telephones in residences leased or owned by the Gov-
ernment of the United States when appropriate to as-
sure efficient response to extraordinary operational
contingencies of a limited duration,” after ‘‘of such
lines and cables,”’.

1976—Subsec. (n). Pub. L. 94-546 substituted ‘‘to be de-
posited in the Treasury’ for ‘‘to be covered into the
Treasury’’.

1951—Subsec. (h). Act Oct. 31, 1951, §2(10), inserted ref-
erence to applicable regulations of the Federal Prop-
erty and Administrative Services Act of 1949, as amend-
ed, and struck out the requirement that net monies re-
ceived from the disposition of patrol boats, etc., be cov-
ered into the Treasury.

Subsec. (i). Act Oct. 31, 1951, §4(1), inserted provision
permitting discontinuance of aids to navigation, etc.,
and struck out provision permitting discontinuance or
other disposition of obsolete, unsuitable, or unservice-
able aids to navigation, etc., and the requirement that
the net monies received from such disposition be cov-
ered into the Treasury.

Subsec. (k). Act Oct. 31, 1951, §1(33), repealed subsec.
(k) which empowered the Commandant to exchange air-
craft, vehicles, and parts thereof, and obsolete, unsuit-
able, or unserviceable machines, tools, aids to naviga-
tion, appliances, equipment, and supplies in part pay-
ment for new items of the same or similar character.

1950—Subsec. (0). Act Aug. 3, 1950, struck out ‘“‘and”
after the semicolon.

Subsec. (p). Act Aug. 3, 1950, substituted ‘‘; and” for
the period at end.
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Statutory Notes and Related Subsidiaries
TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security,
and for treatment of related references, see sections
468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6.

SUPPORT OF WOMEN SERVING IN THE COAST GUARD

Pub. L. 116-283, div. G, title LVXXXII [LXXXII],
§8215(a), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4650, provided that:
‘‘(a) ACTION PLAN.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act [Jan. 1, 2021], the
Commandant [of the Coast Guard] shall—

“(A) determine which recommendations in the
RAND gender diversity report can practicably be
implemented to promote gender diversity in the
Coast Guard; and

‘“(B) submit to the Committee on Transportation
and Infrastructure of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate a report on the ac-
tions the Coast Guard has taken, or plans to take,
to implement such recommendations.

‘“(2) CURRICULUM AND TRAINING.—The Commandant
shall update curriculum and training materials used
at—

‘“(A) officer accession points, including the Coast
Guard Academy and the Leadership Development
Center;

‘(B) enlisted member accession at the United
States Coast Guard Training Center Cape May in
Cape May, New Jersey; and

“(C) the officer, enlisted member, and civilian
leadership courses managed by the Leadership De-
velopment Center.

“Such updates shall reflect actions the Coast Guard
has taken, or plans to take, to carry out the rec-
ommendations of the RAND gender diversity report.

‘“(3) DEFINITION.—In this subsection, the term
‘RAND gender diversity report’ means the RAND Cor-
poration’s Homeland Security Operational Analysis
Center 2019 report entitled ‘Improving Gender Diver-
sity in the U.S. Coast Guard: Identifying Barriers to
Female Retention’.”

SHORE INFRASTRUCTURE

Pub. L. 116-283, div. G, title LVXXXII [LXXXII],
§8251, Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4673, provided that:

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act [Jan. 1, 2021], the
Commandant [of the Coast Guard] shall—

‘(1) develop a plan to standardize Coast Guard fa-
cility condition assessments;

‘(2) establish shore infrastructure performance
goals, measures, and baselines to track the effective-
ness of maintenance and repair investments and pro-
vide feedback on progress made;

‘(3) develop a process to routinely align the Coast
Guard shore infrastructure portfolio with mission
needs, including disposing of unneeded assets;

‘“(4) establish guidance for planning boards to docu-
ment inputs, deliberations, and project prioritization
decisions for infrastructure maintenance projects;

‘() employ models for Coast Guard infrastructure
asset lines for—

“(A) predicting the outcome of investments in
shore infrastructure;

‘“(B) analyzing tradeoffs; and

“(C) optimizing decisions among competing in-
vestments;

‘(6) include supporting details about competing
project alternatives and report tradeoffs in congres-
sional budget requests and related reports; and
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‘“(7T) explore the development of real property man-
agement expertise within the Coast Guard workforce,
including members of the Senior Executive Service.
“(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than December 31, 2020, the

Commandant shall brief the Committee on Transpor-
tation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation of the Senate on the status of the ac-
tions required under subsection (a).”

UNMANNED MARITIME SYSTEMS AND SATELLITE VESSEL
TRACKING TECHNOLOGIES

Pub. L. 116-283, div. G, title LVXXXIV [LXXXIV],
§8411, Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4723, provided that:

‘“(a) ASSESSMENT.—The Commandant [of the Coast
Guard], acting through the Blue Technology Center of
Expertise, shall regularly assess available unmanned
maritime systems and satellite vessel tracking tech-
nologies for potential use to support missions of the
Coast Guard.

“(b) REPORT.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 1 year after the
date of the enactment of this Act [Jan. 1, 2021], and
biennially thereafter, the Commandant shall submit
to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture of the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate a report on the actual and potential ef-
fects of the use of then-existing unmanned maritime
systems and satellite vessel tracking technologies on
the mission effectiveness of the Coast Guard.

‘(2) CONTENTS.—Each report submitted under para-
graph (1) shall include the following:

““(A) An inventory of current unmanned maritime
systems used by the Coast Guard, an overview of
such usage, and a discussion of the mission effec-
tiveness of such systems, including any benefits re-
alized or risks or negative aspects of such usage.

“(B) An inventory of satellite vessel tracking
technologies, and a discussion of the potential mis-
sion effectiveness of such technologies, including
any benefits or risks or negative aspects of such
usage.

“(C) A prioritized list of Coast Guard mission re-
quirements that could be met with additional un-
manned maritime systems, or with satellite vessel
tracking technologies, and the estimated costs of
accessing, acquiring, or operating such systems,
taking into consideration the interoperability of
such systems with the current and future fleet of—

‘(i) National Security Cutters;

‘‘(ii) Fast Response Cutters;

‘‘(iii) Offshore Patrol Cutters;

‘“(iv) Polar Security Cutters; and

“(v) in-service legacy cutters, including the 210-
and 270-foot medium endurance cutters and 225-
foot Buoy Tenders.

‘‘(c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

‘(1) UNMANNED MARITIME SYSTEMS.—

““(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘unmanned maritime
systems’ means—

‘(i) remotely operated or autonomous vehicles
produced by the commercial sector designed to
travel in the air, on or under the ocean surface,
on land, or any combination thereof, and that
function without an on-board human presence;
and

‘“(ii) associated components of such vehicles, in-
cluding control and communications systems,
data transmission systems, and processing sys-
tems.

“(B) EXAMPLES.—Such term includes the fol-
lowing:

‘(i) Unmanned undersea vehicles.

‘(ii) Unmanned surface vehicles.

‘‘(iii) Unmanned aerial vehicles.

“(iv) Autonomous underwater vehicles.

‘(v) Autonomous surface vehicles.

‘“(vi) Autonomous aerial vehicles.

““(2) AVAILABLE UNMANNED MARITIME SYSTEMS.—The
term ‘available unmanned maritime systems’ in-
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cludes systems that can be purchased commercially
or are in use by the Department of Defense or other
Federal agencies.

‘(3) SATELLITE VESSEL TRACKING TECHNOLOGIES.—
The term ‘satellite vessel tracking technologies’
means shipboard broadcast systems that use sat-
ellites and terrestrial receivers to continually track
vessels.”

UNITED STATES COMMERCIAL SPACE-BASED RADIO FRE-
QUENCY MARITIME DOMAIN AWARENESS TESTING AND
EVALUATION PROGRAM

Pub. L. 116-283, div. G, title LVXXXIV [LXXXIV],
§8415, Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4726, provided that:

‘‘(a) TESTING AND EVALUATION PROGRAM.—The Com-
mandant [of the Coast Guard], acting through the Blue
Technology Center of Expertise, shall carry out a test-
ing and evaluation program of United States commer-
cial space-based radio frequency geolocation and mari-
time domain awareness products and services to sup-
port the mission objectives of maritime enforcement by
the Coast Guard and other components of the Coast
Guard. The objectives of this testing and evaluation
program shall include—

‘(1) developing an understanding of how United
States commercial space-based radio frequency data
products can meet current and future mission re-
quirements;

‘(2) establishing how United States commercial
space-based radio frequency data products should in-
tegrate into existing work flows; and

‘(3) establishing how United States commercial
space-based radio frequency data products could be
integrated into analytics platforms.

‘“(b) REPORT.—Not later than 240 days after the date
of enactment of this Act [Jan. 1, 2021], the Com-
mandant shall prepare and submit to the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate
and the Committee on Transportation and Infrastruc-
ture of the House of Representatives a report on the re-
sults of the testing and evaluation program under sub-
section (a), including recommendations on how the
Coast Guard should fully exploit United States com-
mercial space-based radio frequency data products to
meet current and future mission requirements.”

ELECTRONIC HEALTH RECORDS

Pub. L. 115-282, title III, §305(c), Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat.
4246, provided that:

‘(1) SYSTEM.—The Commandant of the Coast Guard is
authorized to procure for the Coast Guard an electronic
health record system that—

‘“(A) has been competitively awarded by the Depart-
ment of Defense; and

‘(B) ensures full integration with the Department
of Defense electronic health record systems.

‘“(2) SUPPORT SERVICES.—

‘“(A) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant is authorized
to procure support services for the electronic health
record system procured under paragraph (1) necessary
to ensure full integration with the Department of De-
fense electronic health record systems.

‘4(B) SCOPE.—Support services procured pursuant to
this paragraph may include services for the following:

‘(i) System integration support.

‘‘(i1) Hosting support.

‘(iii) Training, testing, technical, and data mi-
gration support.

‘“(iv) Hardware support.

‘“(v) Any other support the Commandant con-
siders appropriate.

‘“(3) AUTHORIZED PROCUREMENT ACTIONS.—The Com-
mandant is authorized to procure an electronic health
record system under this subsection through the fol-
lowing:

““(A) A task order under the Department of Defense
electronic health record contract.

‘(B) A sole source contract award.

‘“(C) An agreement made pursuant to sections 1535
and 1536 of title 31, United States Code.
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‘(D) A contract or other procurement vehicle oth-
erwise authorized.

‘(4) COMPETITION IN CONTRACTING; EXEMPTION.—Pro-
curement of an electronic health record system and
support services pursuant to this subsection shall be
exempt from the competition requirements of section
2304 of title 10, United States Code.”

TRAINING OF COAST GUARD PERSONNEL

Pub. L. 115-265, title II, §210, Oct. 11, 2018, 132 Stat.
3748, which required the Commandant of the Coast
Guard to provide training to marine safety personnel
and to brief congressional committees on its marine in-
spections staff, was repealed by Pub. L. 116-283, div. G,
title LVXXXI [LXXXI], §8111(c)(1), Jan. 1, 2021, 134
Stat. 4639.

DAYS AwWAY FROM HOMEPORT

Pub. L. 114-120, title II, §204(c), Feb. 8, 2016, 130 Stat.
35, as amended by Pub. L. 115-282, title VIII, §818(b)(2),
Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4308, provided that: ‘“Not later
than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act
[Feb. 8, 2016], the Commandant of the Coast Guard
shall—

“[(1) Repealed. Pub. L. 115-282, title VIII, §818(b)(2),
Dec. 4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4308.]

‘“(2) notify the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure of the House of Representatives and
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation of the Senate of the standard implemented
under paragraph (1).”

REPORT ON SEXUAL ASSAULTS IN THE COAST GUARD

Pub. L. 111-281, title II, §217, Oct. 15, 2010, 124 Stat.
2917, as amended by Pub. L. 115-232, div. C, title XXXV,
§3521(a)(2), Aug. 13, 2018, 132 Stat. 2314, which directed
the Commandant of the Coast Guard to submit a report
on sexual assaults and sexual harassment in the Coast
Guard to congressional committees, was redesignated
as section 5112 of this title and transferred to appear
after section 5111 of this title by Pub. L. 116-283, div. G,
title LVXXXV [LXXXV], §8501(a)(7)(A), Jan. 1, 2021, 134
Stat. 4745.

MARINE VESSEL AND COLD WATER SAFETY EDUCATION

Pub. L. 109-241, title IV, §405, July 11, 2006, 120 Stat.
535, provided that: ‘““The Coast Guard shall continue co-
operative agreements and partnerships with organiza-
tions in effect on the date of enactment of this Act
[July 11, 2006] that provide marine vessel safety train-
ing and cold water immersion education and outreach
programs for fishermen and children.”

REDISTRICTING NOTIFICATION REQUIREMENT

Pub. L. 108-293, title II, §215, Aug. 9, 2004, 118 Stat.
1038, which directed the Commandant of the Coast
Guard to notify congressional committees before redis-
tricting, was redesignated as section 322 of this title
and transferred to appear after section 321 of this title
by Pub. L. 116-283, div. G, title LVXXXV [LXXXV],
§8501(a)(1), Jan. 1, 2021, 134 Stat. 4745.

INNOVATIVE CONSTRUCTION ALTERNATIVES

Pub. L. 108-293, title II, §222, Aug. 9, 2004, 118 Stat.
1040, provided that: ‘“The Commandant of the Coast
Guard may consult with the Office of Naval Research
and other Federal agencies with research and develop-
ment programs that may provide innovative construc-
tion alternatives for the Integrated Deepwater Sys-
tem.”

ICEBREAKING SERVICES

Pub. L. 109-241, title II, §210, July 11, 2006, 120 Stat.
523, provided that:

‘“‘(a) OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE PLAN.—Not later
than 90 days after the date of enactment of this Act
[July 11, 2006], the Secretary of the department in
which the Coast Guard is operating shall submit to the
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Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of the
House of Representatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate a
plan—

‘(1) for operation and maintenance after fiscal year
2006 of the Coast Guard polar icebreakers POLAR
STAR, POLAR SEA, and HEALY, that does not rely
on the transfer of funds to the Coast Guard by any
other Federal agency; and

‘(2) for the long-term recapitalization of these as-
sets.

““(b) NECESSARY MEASURES.—The Secretary shall take
all necessary measures to ensure that the Coast Guard
maintains, at a minimum, its current vessel capacity
for carrying out ice breaking in the Arctic and Ant-
arctic, Great Lakes, and New England regions, includ-
ing the necessary funding for operation and mainte-
nance of such vessels, until it has implemented the
long-term recapitalization of the Coast Guard polar
icebreakers POLAR STAR, POLAR SEA, and HEALY
in accordance with the plan submitted under sub-
section (a).

‘‘(c) REIMBURSEMENT.—Nothing in this section shall
preclude the Secretary from seeking reimbursement for
operation and maintenance costs of such polar ice-
breakers from other Federal agencies and entities, in-
cluding foreign countries, that benefit from the use of
the icebreakers.

¢“(d) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is au-
thorized to be appropriated for fiscal year 2006 to the
Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard
is operating $100,000,000 to carry out this section with
respect to the polar icebreakers referred to in sub-
section (a).”

Pub. L. 107295, title IV, §429, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat.
2127, provided that: ‘“The Commandant of the Coast
Guard shall not plan, implement, or finalize any regu-
lation or take any other action which would result in
the decommissioning of any WYTL-class harbor tugs
unless and until the Commandant certifies in writing
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Trans-
portation of the Senate and the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of Represent-
atives that sufficient replacement capability has been
procured by the Coast Guard to remediate any degrada-
tion in current icebreaking services that would be
caused by such decommissioning.”

FISHING VESSEL SAFETY TRAINING

Pub. L. 107-295, title IV, §430, Nov. 25, 2002, 116 Stat.
2128, provided that:

‘“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Commandant of the Coast
Guard may provide support, with or without reimburse-
ment, to an entity engaged in fishing vessel safety
training, including—

‘(1) assistance in developing training curricula;

‘(2) use of Coast Guard personnel, including active
duty members, members of the Coast Guard Reserve,
and members of the Coast Guard Auxiliary, as tem-
porary or adjunct instructors;

‘“(3) sharing of appropriate Coast Guard informa-
tional and safety publications; and

‘‘(4) participation on applicable fishing vessel safe-
ty training advisory panels.

“(b) NO INTERFERENCE WITH OTHER FUNCTIONS.—In
providing support under subsection (a), the Com-
mandant shall ensure that the support does not inter-
fere with any Coast Guard function or operation.”

CONVEYANCE OF LIGHTHOUSES; NOTIFICATION

Pub. L. 105-383, title IV, §416(d), Nov. 13, 1998, 112
Stat. 3437, provided that: ‘“Not less than 1 year prior to
reporting to the General Services Administration that
a lighthouse or light station eligible for listing under
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 ([former]
16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.) [see 54 U.S.C. 300101 et seq.] and
under the jurisdiction of the Coast Guard is excess to
the needs of the Coast Guard, the Commandant of the
Coast Guard shall notify the State in which the light-
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house or light station is located, (including the State
Historic Preservation Officer, if any) the appropriate
political subdivision of that State, and any lighthouse,
historic, or maritime preservation organizations in
that State, that such property is excess to the needs of
the Coast Guard.”

§505. Functions and powers vested in the Com-
mandant

All powers and functions conferred upon the
Coast Guard, or the Commandant, by or pursu-
ant to this title or any other law shall, unless
otherwise specifically stated, be executed by the
Commandant subject to the general supervision
of the Secretary. In order to execute the powers
and functions vested in him, the Commandant
may assign personnel of the Coast Guard to duty
in the District of Columbia, elsewhere in the
United States, in any territory of the United
States, and in any foreign country, but such per-
sonnel shall not be assigned to duties in any for-
eign country without the consent of the govern-
ment of that country; assign to such personnel
such duties and authority as he deems nec-
essary; and issue rules, orders, and instructions,
not inconsistent with law, relating to the orga-
nization, internal administration, and personnel
of the Coast Guard.

(Aug. 4, 1949, ch. 393, 63 Stat. 545, §632; renum-
bered §505, Pub. L. 115-282, title I, §105(b), Dec.
4, 2018, 132 Stat. 4200.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Based on title 5, U.S.C., 1946 ed., §41, and on title 14,
U.S.C., 1946 ed. §§22, 58, 91, 99, 103 (R.S. 2749; June 18,
1878, ch. 265, §§7, 8, 22 Stat. 164; May 4, 1882, ch. 117, §5,
22 Stat. 57; Mar. 4, 1907, ch. 2918, 34 Stat. 1309; Jan. 28,
1915, ch. 20, §1, 38 Stat. 800; Aug. 29, 1916, ch. 417, 39
Stat. 601; June 10, 1921, ch. 18, §304, 42 Stat. 23; July 3,
1926, ch. 742, §9, 44 Stat. 817).

Said section 91 has been divided. That part dealing
with investigation of plans and inventions is covered in
section 93(d) of this title. The remainder is covered in
general terms. It has been rewritten in broad terms,
making clear that the Commandant is granted the nec-
essary authority to administer the Coast Guard under
the Secretary, including authority to issue rules, or-
ders, and instructions.

This section is primarily a consolidation of existing
functions rather than a codification of existing laws. It
does not, for the most part, grant new authority to the
Coast Guard as an organization. It merely clarifies the
method by which Coast Guard functions shall be ad-
ministered. Under existing statutes, functions relating
to the Coast Guard have been conferred upon the Presi-
dent, the Secretary of the Treasury, and the Com-
mandant, and sometimes upon the Secretary of the
Treasury in times of peace and the Secretary of the
Navy in times of war. This revision confers some func-
tions directly upon the Coast Guard, and this section
provides for the execution of those functions by the
Commandant, the military head of the organization,
thereby making for consistency and uniformity. The
functions are to be executed ‘‘subject to the general su-
pervision of the Secretary’. Title 14, U.S.C., 1946 ed.,
§91 now grants authority to the Commandant to pre-
scribe regulations; this is changed to the issuance of
rules, orders, and instructions as the promulgation of
regulations in a military organization is properly a
function of the Secretary.

Changes were made in phraseology. 81lst Congress,
House Report No. 557.
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